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COLUMBIA "TheilvstcriousMr Bugle "

LAI" W'ETTE John Hare m lepeitoire
Tauisdnv, matinee at -' 30, CaMJe

Opera Coinpnuj in "Talk a "
NATIONAL. KatlirwiKuldeiin "Madame

e Tonight, Concert bj V.'ill

11 dev 's asbiimton Band

ACADhMI "Chailev 's Aunt-- "

GUAM Mr and Mrs OU cr Dowd
Uyioiii m "Ups and Downs of Lire"

IH.IOU J C Lewis, ii. "Si I'lunkard "

L YCLTM W Cher's. 01 nipia

Wsteidtiv foi the matinee girl, all week
for juris in fem-rn- l And the lords of the
hetirt. feminine hate packed their plumes
and Milled their wlis, and are gone to
Ileitis MiHt are gicen and pastures new
tt act then love rhapsodies all over again
t i the eapusite jovof other matinee girls
and oU ei girls in generil Hut it was
a treat vv lule it lasted Lo e, s eet, ldj

sentimental w oolng luisu'tfloated'U
piosceminiM. to freelj m months as

ii did lust week.
Ned won his heart's desire

With intrigue, biavado, swords and ort
v hrspermg Henry Miller's v.as the
c mutest of whisperings, conscious
jftiUHh- - and patient e, oi the passing of
the blinding i and I he untaiigli.i
of the knoiti skein of fate Thej aie
tvo conniving, ardent, eloquent, ideal
li ers, and the gnls revvaided lliem with
the iKwnngf. of sighs and such conventions
of feuiiaini beautj ab the plaj house, sel
di m see

The bovs are gone, but manj a dressing
taMe is lichci this morning for a jiciiiait
of Ileal j Miller's line open cout.iinuuee.
in Ned Sotheru sfaus with its fcolt, dream j
e cb Snch men as the-- e are a fitune
to their photogiapliers Many shop win
divrs ehsplnyeil pirniieu of the two plajcrs
and their harvests were rich.

J Ins w eek romance giv es way to comedv
It never mm, but it Kurs, nnd so we
1 ii!no muiMiitii irtavslast, we shall have
tlree oomeilies thib v. eek The offering
is v- -ij uittrefcUiig, and in all respects
jii milling There ib an lirst
night of a new farce, a High cla-- s dress
comedy lemming to Uie Iionsc or its

and an LngHMi comedian tn a reper
ti iie or amusing pieces

The Columbia is closing its seasou in a

liUc of glorj It has been, and until

the end will be, of the most desirable
qualitv But a peculiar interest attaches
t bmioirow night's event It will be the
lust premier for the pre'tv, little thea-

ter "1 he Mvsterious Mr Bugle" has been
well heralded, and readers the im-

port of attraction The cast is strong,
with Joseph Holland, Annie Uusscll. and
Agnes Findley

This is Madel.nne LucetU' Itjiej's first
linrc-eive- el into farce She hus
w i.tten manv Mimcssful comedies justUr-lenu- g

on the f.iree line, but this is the
onlv piece in which she has given heiself
Jiee sope to make as ndiculoub fun as -- tie
c!iHises She ought to do verv wUI The
third act tir ' An American Citizen," as
plivod b Nat Goodwin, proved Uiat it
i is through and throgh as fine a specimen

r Uenn-ou- t, high-c- l ib farce as could be
asked ir she has written thiec acts suth
is whs ou she will eclipse Lerelf and

w ith a Miigle coup w rest rrom the brow ol

the Punch dramatists the laurels which
h is so long lested Uiere for their ii

nee as farce-maker- s Three dre-- s

were given in Pennsylvania the
last half of the week, and the company
comes Into Town prepared for a finished
jierforpMince

"Sun- - Gene" comes home as.un
to the National Theater Washing-

ton i Uie home of tlas ucre.ful coined v

At the Grand (then Albaugifs) it was first
jiiodu.-e- d November 5, lbf Here in the
city of its debut it is to be plajed for
the last times this week Miss Kiddei
owes hei lire as a star to feardou's Na-

poleonic piece, and the comedy owes ib
biircess it. a laige incisure to her Not
nl me to hei acUng, however, but to an uu-- i
tinted generositv m diessing tlie com-t- d

It lequired a lai-g- confidence in
.elf and in play to make the investments

iim.indctl b ' Mme Sans Gene," but Miss

Kiddei, with feminine uistmct ami nns-cnlin- e

luaverv daied risk a fortune, and
b r liarvist has bi-- a hundredfold It
closes nei.t Satuiday

It is seldom wc have a chance to laugh
with Mi l'ineio Sometimes his strange
views of life and its lemedies provoke
laughter, tHii he seldom goes dehbeiatelj
to work at the undignified task of fun-li-i

iking Paid George Ade "Give Arthur
Wing l'ineio a quanUtv or stationery aud
the he eutli commandment, and lie is
bappv " Aje, venlj But his "Magia

tiatc" ivas a deliberate piece of bioad
funning, and this week at thn Laravette
John Haie will present another of the
l'utish'M s fimeUu's.. "Th. H,rbv Horse
But tins, like "The Magistrate." was
written in PlnernV caily davs. quite ten

jais ago, when his stomach was in or-d-

and lie didn't see lire through smoked
glass He has detei lorated since then He
Is now a d dog, but full of royalties
The English comedian also brings a

of Cable," in which he was the
oiiginal Sam He has bt'pn promoted to

Eetlcs and his son has succeeded him
as the boj "When George Tourth "Was

King is a new short piece to be ;ccn with
'A Pair of Spectacles "
The Academy has a week of "Clnrlci'b

Aunt " This delectable raice has proved
that the adage, "Laugh and grow fat,"
applies not only to audiences but to bo.
offices It has fattened more money-till- s

than a few, and the end is not yet. The
Old Lady, "from Brazil, where the nnts
come fiom," is gay and chipper, and
pood for some little while or carthlv pros-

perity to come.
Mr and Mrs Oliver Dowd Bjron are the

central figures of a new pla by Mr.
Uvroii, "The Ups and Downs of Lire."
It is a melodrama, of course That is
the only tyDe of niiv tn which he gives;

his talents, but in that class ho has made
himself one or the authors to le reckoned
with in writing the storj or American
melodrama 'the present plaj hasneh'eved
a hit which has brought .in uffei riom
monied puties to place anothei of Mr
H roil- - oldei plijs, "Acios-- the Cont-
inent," on the road net jear This was
one of the fiit successful plajs written
on in American theme

Ye restive rustic has control of the Bijou
this week He is J C Lewis, vehpt
"runnei," and his comedv is "SI Plunk-ard,- "

a populai piece or --o lotty standing
that it is not quite cltai wherhet this
familiar Jav i ame v as fii st usid lij ome-dia- n

Lewis, or did he take it tioiu teal
life The conflditig jdvauee mini hints
mat the r.irmei ban I on then diilj iiioin-m- g

haj ride is one or the fr'e reatuies
vhich lual'es Mich a hit th it it i.mes
the people to come in droves to see the
coined j.

Weber's Olvmpia is M uingei Keinm's
ai traction .it the Ljceum tins week This
companj i, an old time ravonte with

this house One of the lilts of the
performance v ill prol ably be "Tin hVht
ilr Wrong," which is j. burlesque on
Kolaiul lieed's comedv, "The Wiong Mi

Wright "
Aill Halev and his band give aconccU at

Uie Nation il tonight Pis coiueit last
moutli wasmierfered vvitli b arran,eineut
incident to the programs which he plaved
at the Iuauguiation hall That event
biought the Washington musicians into
direct contrast with New York's crack baud
and it is fair to sav that the Halev's
w cren't a shadow behind Mi Halev has
composed a new two step, "The Amciican
Beauty," which will be played tonight

But in figuring up the theatrical events
or the week, the enterprise of Ibursduv
must not be overlooked You weietold
last fcimil.iv how an entire opera companj
or 100, with oichfstra, costumes, ami m n

ery, is to be brought from Philadelphia
for a noon matinee at the Lafavetteand
sent home with make-u-p on It will be
a remarkable matinee and a more remark
able train load of strange people

Tills occasion is to give oui theater
goers a sample of w liat tliev maj expect
later on, when the permanent season
opens, April 19

The management are exhausting re-

sources to give a desirable ai tick Does
Washington wuntpermanentopcra" There
is doubtless quite a j eicciitage ot the
Kipulatiun in Washington who want light,
comic and giand opera, at a co- -t the
general public enn alford, and there is not
wanting irt tins mimbei manj fashionable
and rich folks, who lullj realize how much
overtaxed thej have been for the stai
6ystem with ttar prices

The idea of a lyiic stock eonqanv is
not new, but as it is carried out in Phil-

adelphia tl eie are many elements which
mark its individuality When a j ear ai,o
the compiny was first installed at the
Giand Opera Hou-ear- the plans wei c an-
nounced, predictions were phntiful that
it could not be done. Wiiat said the wise-
acres, give grand and comic opera, with a
double comp my of high salaried principals,
a large choru- - new scemry, and new
costumes, and a change of oieia each
week at such prices' Impossible' But the
men who hid the miller In hand, nothing
dvmtcd. went ahead on thtii original
lines, and piogress maiked their everj
step with the people still ciowdiug the
biggest Ihcutei in the Quakir City.

Ihe mauigement promised Uie Phila-
delphia public grand opera and comic
opera in perfect lorm A companj or
principals, cipable and efficient A lionis
that could sing An orchestra loin.ioscd
of competent musicians A change of
opera evcrj week New costume , new

scenerv, new effects A constant
to pleTse p itn ns. and prices within the
means of all, that would remain ned

Ihe j kept their promise ami the entei-pris- e

was a success which opened everv-bndj- 's

eves Will this same plan prove
profitable during the summer in Wash-
ington" It ouuht to

The Academy begins a spring season ai
popular prices this week to continue for
four weel-- The orchestra chairs will
cost but 73 cents, instead or St Never-

theless the attractions will be kept up
to the standaid It will be in the nature
or a spring comedj season, as each of the
four weeks will be given up to popular
comedies Tomoiiow night and all this
week the bill will be Charlej's Aunt,'
which has not before been piesented lieie
at less than stand ird prices Next week
Hojt's "A Texas Steer' will be the

Tor the third wiek IMwnrd liar
rigan will be seen in one of his

comedies of New York life , and
duung the last week Bint Haverly and
Laura Biggei wiilappeirin Hojt's "A Trip
to Chinatown " This will be a profitable
opportuuitj to see these pieces at low
prices The Acadcmv might well advertise
ihatit is givmga 'bargain season "

Herewith is presented portinitsof thiee
people conspicuoas in tomorrow night'b
"first night" at the Columbia Madelame
Lucette Uylev , vho w lote "The Mv stenous
Mi Bugle," and Annie Russell and Joe
Holland, who w.Il plaj the puncipal parts

Within the biit f period or two j cars Mis
Ujlei has haped fiom obscuiifcv (at least
as a dnin atist), and todav she ib eailj
the foremost worn in dramatist or our time
Since th production Of "Christopher Jr ,"
which achieved so pionounced a success in
the hands or John Drew , Mrs Itvlej has
written and delivered plajs which have
been accepted bj Nat Goodwin, E H
Sothern, John Drew, Hcrbeit Ktlcev, and
Annie Uussill. Toi production m ticks coun
trj , and one foi Chailes Haw tiei , foi pio
ductiou in London Tiom this it maj he
inferred thatMis Uvlci isabout the busiest
diamatist in Ameiici at the present time,
and that no fiom her giaceful pen is
permitte-dtola- j upon the stock sveri lon

Thischarm iug woman is well lemcmbered
by regulai plaj goers as a iuccessful comic
opera prima donna, who, aftei foii e vears
of stage wrors , tin d of the life, and v earned,
as manv professionals do, foi the luxurv
of a local habitat nnd the ccmfoits of

.denied her bj the arduous duties
of her profession Having a decided taste
for literari work, Mrs Uvlev turned her
attention to plaj wiightiig. She i assessed
in a maiked degree the dramatic instinct,
and her know ledge of the technique of the
stage was thorough She, thciefore,
brought to her work as a plaj Wright i
completeness of equipment, which is un-

usual among those who venture foi suc-

cess m writing for the stage.
airs. Kyley wrote for nearly seven years,
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and it is said completed within tlut period
twenty one pieces of dramatic work, which
included comic opera librettos, one-a-

si etches, dramas and comedies, berore she
hail the slightest encouragement from
the malingers., Shu was a woman, wus the
customary rcmaik, and women were com-
monly said to ioskcss no sense of huiior.
In spite or all this, however, Mrs Kjh-y- j

has triumphed, und her succc-si- s the mote
cndltable because it lias been achieved in
spite of many obstacles.

In the new t lay which Mrs. Ujlev given
to us tomorrow night, she has the good
fortune to hav e associated with her In thu
principal roles, two of the most

capable actors we have upon
the American stage, Miss Annie Ktisscll
;'nd Mi. Joseph Holland. Miss Russell's

stage appearances hav eimfortuimttlj' been
infrequent of into, and she is probuhlj not
as well known to the majority of t r-

.is is Mr Holland She hus, howevtr,
tnjojei' the distinction of a stai's promi-
nence, evil since hei ineiiorahlj artistic
performance of the title role in Tennj son's
'Tl line ' Her most tecent appiarance
was made in the diaiuatiation of Bicfc
Parte'-st- oi j "Sue " The plaj can hard! j
be placed among the successes, but Miss
KusselPs pel foi mince ol the title lole
gained her the hightst commendation, aud
was looked upon as a most artJsticachluve-ii- ,

cut Tor several jiars Miss Uusscll has
b'en reg.uded.'isbtmg bcvondnllqiiestfon,
tin most haiiiiini. ingenue on the American

stage She iosscsses jouHi and rare
ehaim of i eisonalitj, and slie is the r p
ncntative of a tjie which is regrettablv
me an ong professional plaj err. As the
heioine in the new f.ircc, we shall look foi

the same old quiet self-- j osstssion the old

winning sweetness, the old gr icious happi-ius- -

the old Mheiy voice, ever rilling the
st ij;e when shegracesit, with the bnght-ncs- s

of hei sunny presence.
made her first stage appeaianee m

M unreal, at the age of eleven jeurs. She
vv is first seen in X'ew York in a juvenile
"Pinafore' comp in j She decided to
trv for thu legitimate, and accordmglv
in ide application to A M Palmer, at
that time malinger of the Madison Square
'Ihe iter Mr Palmer, at tliat time man-
ager of Hit Madison Square 'lheatei Mi
Palmer snd, Mv dear child vou are t o

joung for the stage, vou belong to the
nnrserj Go home and come b ick when
vou are a little older" Miss Russell
went home, and discirdcd her vouthful
attire, put up the girlish braids or hair,
donned a gown which m older woman
would have found more suitable, and
descended upon the veteran manager
within a week He failed to recognUe
in the somber-e- l id veiling worn in the child
wio liul been advised to return to the
nurserj , and Miss Russell was engaged to
plaj the title role in 'Tsmerald i "

Her work in this part mule hei famous
She ifterw ird appealed as Ada in "Sealed
Instructions ' Magpie in Gilberts comedv
"Lug lged," J j 1 via in 'Our Societv,"
11 une in George Pardons Lathrop's
dramatic veision of Tennj son's lihllic
poem, L idv Savin in 'Biokeu Hearts,"
andMibelm 'Captain Swift " To this
ch inning woimn hus fallen the happy lot
to interpret some of the most beautiful,
winning and tender creations of voung
womanhood, with w hlch dramatic authois
favored the public in recent jears

Her advent in Mis Hjlev s farce maj
appear to some as tinworthj the rare arc
which Miss Itussell o bouiiurullj pc ssesses,
bnt to discriminating plaj'goersit will be a
positive triat to see farckal themes

in such a waj that they may ap-

pear as intelligent is they are amusing, and
with Miss Russell's charm or personality
jitil untheatrie mil hods, ' The Mjsterious
Mr Bugle" w ill doubtless posseFs an atmos-

phere of lefmement nnd dignitj, not often
found in light comedj

In the securing or Joseph Holland for
the opposite lole to that ol Miss Russell's,
a shrewd managerial move has been made,
for in the studious earnestness of this
sterling comedian will be found a chaim
iug foil for the delicious abandon of Miss
Russell The plav belongs to the school
of farce, and is said to be
thoioughlj Pieiieh in method, and as Mi

Holland's icputation icsts largelv on this
stvleol work, foi no one has forgotten his
inimitable pcrfoimanco in "Mr Wilkin-

son's Widows -- it will be going back to
his flrst love, as it were. He has the keen-
est sense of humor, and engaging person-

am j, and the general chaiactcristics,
which in like comedj Mr Chailes Vnd-ha-

of the English stage, is the best
known exponent 1 ban Mr Holland, there
is probably no oie on the stage today who
can miuitain so earnest, so serious a

In the most tTjing situations.

With a. "fust night" at one thintcr and
at anothei a famous comedy plaj ing its
last, mlit an j where in the city of its
premiei. we aie this week reminded more
forciblj thanevei or how popular Washing-
ton liasalvva-j- been with imnagers having
new plav s to try Ours is a mascot city,
its judgment is correct and final Manj
plaj shave Tailed here, bufcinanj-- have gone
out or this dramatic nuieerj to long and
prosi crous life-Joh-

T. Warde has an interesting and
valuable list of all the theatrical perform-oncesg- iv

en in Washington for nnnj years
He kindly assisted to a complete list or
the "first, nights'' during the last rew
vears It is, indeed, only since 18S9 that
tills citj has been anjthing ot a producing
joint. Before that, the productions came

only at lougr intervals
On the 1st of April in that vear was

presented at tiie New National a dramati-
zation of Mrs lluinplnej Wind's "Robert
Elsmere ' Move than a year atter, on

the same stage, Maj 5, 1890, Maude
Granger produced "Inherited ' Neither of

these pieces were juccesses The turn in
luck came the next jear, when on March
21, 1801, at the National, was presented
for the first time anywhere "Wilkinson's
Widows ' The play was an Immediate
sir cess. Joseph Holland, who has assist-

ed at mnnj first nights here and will re-

peat his experience in "The Mjsterious
Mr Bugle' tomorrow night, was the orig-

inal Ml Perrln Ac Albaugli's Giand, on
Soptelnhcr 7, 1891. Jauauschuk gave
"The Iiai vest Moon '' Itlasted her through
a poov season

The j em 1802 was a great one Tor

There were eight new plajs
given fiist hearing hcie The Acndemy
stinted the ball rolling February 1, with
"The Lnsign,'' which is the pioncei of
naval melodramas At Albaiigh'H, on
Washington's Hiithd.iy. Sndie Martinot
produced "Pomp idour,'' and April 11, at
the same house, Digby Bell gav e the eomie
opera "Jupiter.'' The National's lint in-

cluded Rose Coghlan, with "The Cheek
Book,'' on April IS, "Settled Outor Court,"
on August 1; Branson Howard's "Aiistoe-lacj"- ,'

on November 7, and Helen Barij',
in "The Duchess,'' on December 10 Mean-

time the Acadcntj followed "The Ensign''
with "I)artm6or,'' in the cast ot which
were J II GifmQuJr and Hettln.i Girard

Plvc productions weie uiude in 189J.
The first and greatest or these was David
Belisco and Prankljn Fjles "Girl t Left
Behind Me," which hus I een plajlng ever
since This was seen at the National on
Junuarj Id A t this house alto, on August
28, was given '"he Other Man," a f nee
rrom the ruiich, with aoe Hollind

had ajjietoiitfoiis pioduction,
Septcmter 18, in Katharine Clcmmons in
"A Ladj of Venice " It came to naught
The Aculemj kept in the lists with Henry
Guy Caileton's "A Bit of Scandal," on
April 10, and "Mis Grundj, Jr ," on
Christmas Da , with Joe Holland

The vear 1804 passed with Tour local
rirst nights Tlnee of thee weie given
at the Academj Chailes Dickson, in his
West Point piece, "A Jullj Good rellow,"
beptemlier ?, Tim Murplij, in "Aliinony,'
No ember 5, and "The Two Colonels,"
ChrKlm is Lve Ar Albaugli's, on Novem-

ber 5 of '03, was pi evented Sardou's
"Mudam sans Gene," bj Miss Kathrjn
Kidder 1 his piece will this week end 'Is

successful cured in the town or Its
milivltv after thicc profitable seasons

The fust production of lhO"; was made
at the National, where William H Ciaue
gave Martha Mortons "His Wife's Pa
ther," Januarv 21 Ihe next w(fek at
the Academy Charles Hopper, w ho returns
here in 'Chimmie 1 adde'i" next week,
pioduced"Tae V.ileof Avoc i."pThe(irand,
that autumn had tw p Hrst nights There,
on September ', Robert Dow ning put on
S irdou's "Helen u ' and the 7th or the
next mouth saw theinitiitorj of Belasco's
"Heart or Marvlind "

Next to lt02 Hit largest number or pro-
ductions for inv number of twelvemonth
was made laM vear, when six new plajs
saw light The first, of these was Iikew i"se

the fiist production Tor Mamger Albaugli's
newL.ifnvctteSipi ireOperaHouse There,
on.Tantini j '7, The Ladj Slave 'leaped
to fame On March JO, at the Academy,

nis Absent Pov ' was given a trial
Mav 2), at the National, Maiy Saunders
starred Tor one week iu "Her Brother
Bob" In the autumn or the jear, tliat

. is at the beginning or this season. Downing
gave "In Seaicli or Happiness," at the
National, and I am more tried his 'Roar-
ing Dick Compnnv" at the same house,
November 9 The Lafavette was the
scene of Gilbert I irker's "Seats of the
Might j ," giv en Nov ember 2j , by Beei boliui
Tiee

The lists for this vear arc jet a blank
ami the fust plav to write its name on
the natal register will be "The Mjsterious
Mr Bugle," tiie first night likewise Tor
a first night at the Columbia.

Mr aud Mrs Oliver Dowd Bj ron xiri a
portion of a s in American

Mr Bj ron is a nnJodiamatie
actor of note and an author of several
successos in this stjle of pln His son
is Arthur Bjron, who plajs bovs in John
Drew's compmj Kate Bjron is a Mis
Crehan She is one of tl ree Irish sisters,
w ho have made names for themselves on
the American stage One of her sisters
Is with Nat Goodwin, Miss Hattie Russell,
the other is tl e most distinguished w oman
on our stage, Miss Ada Rehan The thiee
Crehan sisttis hnve the instinct of com
edj , and it is in this line of plnjing that
tliej have made themselves famous

Joseph lleibcrt Is truly a remarkable-fellow- .

He has a great head as will as
an excruciating face and a pair of gro-
tesque legs, for lie not only dances and
acts the puncipal roles in most of the
New Yorkopeiatieand burlesque successes,
but he writes them as well He is full of
ideas Last week he gave Weber and
Fields an Idea for their Bioadway Music
Hall He calls it "The Lobsterscope " It
is i btulesque on the vitaseope nnd the
biogiaph. It is thus described "A hlack
curiam was hung across the stage and the
'pictures' were shown bj living sub-

jects, whose anliqswere illuminated from
the gallerj by a calcium, w Inch did not
shine in a stead glare, but in fits and
staits, giving the i eculiar vibrating

or the moving i icture machine The
"views" given included a dance by the
Beaumont Sisters, a I oxing match and
"the ai list's dieam," in which a rrantic
artist was ;cen brushing the chalk from a
lithograph of May Irwin. As each "pic
ture ' n cared the end of Its howing-- a
black cloth was thrown ovei the figur-- s
and the light was turned out, thus causing
them tovanish.fsif by magic." The runny
possibilities of the filing seems to he in-

finite. Again be it recorded, Joe Herbert
Is a wonder. "

Not a now plaj- - was tried last week
Tins is exceptional There are, however,
a numbei of new plijs insight Wash-

ington pnsses on a new play tomorrow
night On the 17th, in Brockton, Ma-J- s ,

will be given a new McNallj farce, "The
Good Mr Best," to be plajed e Rich
and Hirris stock farce comedy companj
On the 27th, atDalj'8 New York theater,
will be pioduced "The Circus Girl" It
is one of those "successful" English musical
comedies "The Wedding Daj" is set for

Easter Mondaj', with Jerfersou DcAngells,
Lillian Ictissell, and Bella Fox. "The
Man From Mexico," a new farce bj the
author or "My Friend From India," will
be tried the same ev eulnjp There !s noth-
ing dull about the outlook And all the
piece have their b.ibis In mere utter
nonsense It shows that the public be-

lieve the theater, a, place for diversion and
relaxation aud for nothing else.

James A Heme, who gave to the Ameri-
can stage those two wonders of native
plaj making, ''Hearts of Oak" and "Shore
Acres," has written another play, for
which he has chosen the beautiful title
"The He irthstone " There is a whole
story,, a simple, idjllic, domestic storv,
just such a one as Heme would write, in
this unpretentious but expressive title.

Pioin the toneof the New Orleans paper-i- t

would seem that Eugenie Blair ami her
stock company have installed themselves
fiunly iu the graces of the Crescent Cltj'
theatei goers She began, a spring season
there two weeks ago, presenting "The
New Magdalen" Last Monday she gave
'"Ihe Iiouina'-ter.- " She will, this week
give "Camiile," and next wiek, "Frou
1'iou " Meantime, Mr. Downing is not
only directing the productions, but ha
opened a school or acting, so that anj
would-b- e tiiespiaus, at the mouth of the
Mississippi, w ho liiiv eu'tbeen waxhed awaj
by the flood, and are btill desirous or
theatric d laurels, maj learn the rudiments
of the craft.

Clement Scott is the most huted and most
respected London critic, in London The
lest or thu world do not understand the
hatred Most of us read vvitli avidity
emanations rrom his pen, not merely for
opinions, but ic--r stjlie improvement Out
ot an envelope the other day floated a
scrap or p ipjr It has been put awaj with
arreetion, fate must have been liberated it
at this time It is a paiagraph on "Caste,"
and it is timelj as well as an exquisite bin

of appreciation "

'"Ihe qualities or the human wnck, so
admirablj brought out bv John Hare, are
the disease of vanity and the dise.cse or
drink. We do not laugh at 'Eccles' as we
have done beiore How the disease of
anltj, as dispiavedin the new, and, we

venture to saj , the true 'Eccles, comes out
ill his sketches or pothouse tpteehes, his
bits or tips j songs, his authonty as an

at convivial meetings, and his
rotten opinions on social questions that
arrect the working mun opinions, by the
waj, that went with the bame satirical
laughter in 1800 as they did in 18G7.

There is a certain indescribable
distinction in the old scoundrel. We- - feel
that he has known better da js -- that there
is some breeding iu the dirtj old hulk, and
th.it, becoming a sot, he has shown the
pitiable weakness of human nature 'Ec-

cles' atonetime might have been saved, but
his vanity toppled him off the pedestal,
and then, or course, there is on the top
or this vanitj the desire foi drink, which
Mr Hare expresses with such ma'ttrly
touches y The dear old plaj was
admirably acted, and it came out of Its
lavender fai rresher than an v one ex-

pected Iu fact, the waj the dialogue was
received, and the success of ever fnmiii ir
point and scene, prove that the word
old-- f ishioned cannot be applied to this
remarkable work Human nature cau
never become- - und with
human nuture, manliness, truth, honest,
and love Caste' is pressed down and
brimming over."

Papers from the far West bring gratifv
lug news or Otis Skinner on his trans con-

tinental toui Mr Skinner has been met
by the laigest audiences that have greeted
an of "the prominent attractions, and the
critics ai e echoing the Eastern v oices w hich
proclaimed this artht the forenost of the
lomantic and classic actors on our stage
While-- Mi Otis Skitini l is making fame
in the West, his brother, Mr Charles
Skinner, of Brookljn, kno.vn in the the-

atrical profession as tiie author of "viiloii,
the Vagabond," and Uie adapter of "'Ihe
King's b'ste r," has made a commended
coup with a new book, "Nituiein a Citj
"iard " Of It the bookman savs "Mr
Skinner combines philosophical calm with
the poet's freshness or reeling and fancv.
Imagine Thoreau transported riom his
home in the woods to a densely populated
cit, and compelled to substitute a Biook-l- v

n b tckyard for his lielov eel Walden rood,
and v ou w ill have some idea of the contents
of this book "

"The Sunken Bell," a drama bj Gerhardt
Hauptmnn. is the se nsation of the jear in
Berlin, and tin rebj hangs a tale Everj
one thought this author should be awarded
the Schllhr prize bj Emperor William
But he didn't Manj j ears ago the Schillei
piie fund was foundt d bv Wilhelii. then
King or Prussia, grandiather of the

and the right to bestow a prize
once eveiy three vears upon the authoi,
who iu this spice of time should write
the best play, was reserved Tor the head
of the Hohcnollern iamily The plaj
must, however, have been tried e

the public Up to the present, the em-

perors have assumed a more passive atti
tude, ami have left the decision to a ccm
mittee ot capable men Since Emperor
William's ascendency to the tlnone, how-

ever, he has chosen to make use of his
right, and in consequence much dissatis-r.ictio- n

has been evinced Some jears
ago the committee decided Ludwig rulda's
plaj, "Talisman," to be the most worth,
and as a matter or form, thib de cision was
sent the cmperoi Now it was unjustly
rumored that Puldi'R "Talisman" was a
hit at higher powers, and the emperor

the decision or the committee ami
hestowe d the prize elsew here

At the cml or the next term of vears
the committee universally agreed tliat
Ilaiiptm.inn's Hannele should have it; bat
again the Emperor, vexed at this author's
plaj, "The Wavers." aud having, onacex) unt
of this, withdiawn the linpeiial box from
the Deiitscheu Theater, again refused to
concede to the w ishes or the committee,
and no author being considered bj his
nuiestv woithj, the prize for that time
lemaincd unicwariled On this occasion
Paul nevse. disgmted with the turn tilings

had taken, resigncel his position on the
committee This jear was a repetition
of the same story "Ihe Sunken Bell"
was l of used, and Einst vou Wildenbruch
was rewarded both prizes, one or which

lie piomptlv returned, Tor his historical
eliauia in two evenings, Henry and His
Descendants lliis again caused great

Do You Fear S rangulatrn?
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Strangulateel rupture is caused by wear-
ing a poor ittting truss that does not prop-
erly stav in place, and, what is the lesult
i i a good mat cases, cleanli ir vou do nott
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the old stjle or truss with a heavv iron of
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jou know what an instrument of torture
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them Wo can relieve vou vvitli our Im-
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radical and pcmianent cure No pressure
on the btck or sores around jour lodv.
Will hold the rupture under the hardest
strain or severest
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dlssatlbMction, for the latter halt or thin
drama had not been tried before the public,
nnd consequently had no right to be re-

warded.. Pi or. Erich Schmidt has novr
folIoweeCtheexaii pleotnese.aadhasalso
resigned.

Nett week is holy week. Perhaps the
theatei swill feel the depression In bustiics
that hitherto marked it. Perhaps-no- t

Theiuarkeddirrerencehashecn work-

ing away from the religious observance.
At the Columbia there will be a week of
"The Pnsouer of Zenda," the National
will have a return week ot the popular

"Chimmie Fneiden," and the LafaeUebas
Olga Nethersolein repertoire.

THIS WEEK'S PLAYS.

Tomght at the National another of Will
Haley's enjojable concerts will be given
by the popular bandmaster and his fort
musicians Mr. Haley has not giv en a con-

cert in over two months His March con-

cert was interrupted by preparations for
and the iierformance atthe inaugural ball.
Tonight he will give an attractive pro-
gram of music which has been earcTulIy
selected anil rehearsed There will be
three soloists Miss Bertha Ltuas, violin-
ist, Miss Fannn AC Lee, soprauo, and Mr.
Grosskurth, cornetlst. The advance sale
has been cncouragmglylarAC--, and the prob-
ability is that a crowded house willgri-e- t

the musicians.

The r.irce, "The Msterious Mr. Bugle,''
by Madelalne Lucette K ley, will have its
fust production at the Columbia tomorrow
night The story is kept a set ret, but
the companj is an open page. Annie Rus-
sell heads it and with her la Ioseph Ho-
lland. Mr Holland has a reputation in
rarcieal characterizations seconel to no one
on stage, and wlthMissAnnie
Russell plajing an opposite role, who Is
acknowledged as be ngone or the mobt de-

lightful comediennes or the daj. the result
cannot be but a vcrj happy one The new
play is of the mercurial order of farce, is
thorough! French m motive and tan be
most aptly deocnbedas "one long laugh and
ameirjone.'' The cast is as fellows Annie
Russell as Betty Fondacre, Grace risheras
Julia Fondacre, Guy Standing as Allen
Fondacre, CharlesCraig as Mi Tote, Agnes
Fmdl ty as Louisa Tote, Master Mithaelson
as Bonaparte Tote, Edgar Norton as Cluck-wel- l,

John Wooderson as a burglar, Henry
Phillips as a policeman, Mark Verdenus a
waiter, and Joseph Hclland a Tom Polhn-gc- r.

John Hare opens his Washington engage-
ment tomorrow night at the Lurajettc w ith
rinero's "The Hobbj Horse " Mr Hare

JOHN HAKE.

will plaj in it the part he created as rar
back as lS'-sO- , that or "Mr bpencer "

Miss Harvey will be rouuel ex-

cellent as "Mrs Spence-- r Jerinvn " When
this plaj was rirst proeluted it was

to be ahead of its time, but now
tre critics declare it quite up to date
For Mi Hare's work in it he was v.armlj
eulogized 1) sncii writers as Lord Lvtton
and Bret Harte "The Hohbv Horse" will
give place to Caste" on Tuc-dn- j evening,
and to A Pair or Spectacles" on Wednes-

day The ruiliostei of the company, not
including auxiliaries, is as rollows MesMs
Charles Groves, Gilbert Hare. Fisher
White, A GrenviUe, Frederick Kerr,
Frank Gilmore, Charles Goohl, E Vivian
Reynolds, V M Cathcart, and Misses
Maj Harvey, Mona K Oram, Laura

Susie Vaughun, Nellie-Tho- rn

and Edith Hew Mils The tour, .Mr Hare's
second American one. Is under the direc-

tion or Mr Charles Frohman

The National this week has "Madame
Sans Gene-- These performances will be
theflnal nnesof this success, and thre who
nav e d these excellent pcrforiinnces
previously will do well to arrord them-

selves the pleasure of seeing an admirable
plaj and an admirable actress m the
leading lole in the person of Miss Kathrjn
Kidder Next jear Mis Kidder has an
Important dramatic venture, the natuie
of which is not jet pit pared to announce
We maj in justice at least s.i , that it will
eloubtless be something very worth, not
calculated merely to amuse, but to make
for the highest nitcrcst or the stage The
concluding performances of this plaj will
be marked with the same lavishuess as to
detail, with handsome erfects, which .ire
embodied in the tapestries, e

audgeneialmakeupoftheplay Mr James
Cooper will piny Napoleon, iu the place or
Cook. Miss Fraucen Lincoln, the Qi.ecn.
and Miss Catherine Camp!cll. the princess
Mr Harold Russell sfll plajs Lcfebvre and
W'allace Shaw, Fouche.

"Charlev'- - Aunt" vvillbe atthe Academv
tlus w eek There are sev cod th.ngs about
the farce contributing to make it one tf
the most piaise-worth- y performances that
will be given hereduringtheseason First,
the piece iteiris wondcriul! amusinm
situations, cl'-a- r in dialogue and skillful in
deveolpment This is a basis fit to I udd
on, and a capable, company employed m

its cast plaj it as though it was the real
and not themimicked article Anotherthlng
that makes "Charlej's Aunt" superior to
plays of its class, is its atmosphere The
plajers are men and women or gooel man-

ners, moving in a high walk of life The
play is high toned, even if riehculoas, and
the scene of the play permits the use of
garments fit for men anil women of good
breeding, to walk and talk in It will be
readily understood that such a comoina-tio- n

with a good playcaunot giveanjthing
but a fiist-cla- performance

To the Giand this week comes "The
Ups ahd Downs of Life" It is a melo-

drama of the highest order. It tells a
beautiful story, which is rendered inter-
esting and natinal in the arrangement
of its lowerful scenes and by the excel-

lent language in which it is told, full
of pathos aud feeling, brimful of
tonicity, keeping, the audh nee in ioars or
i.uightei It never grows tiresome ami im-

presses thenar1!! rce more and rrore as the
play progiesscs Oliver Bj ron ,ns Tivmn
Kansomo has a rart well suited to him,
.mil KateByronhas been highly commended
for her rollicking impersonation of Jane
Judkins, the Irish girl Fred Warren is
slid to be immensely funnj in Alphonm
Smith V. F. Russell will be seen as Noel
Nonn.in and 5Uss Gertrude Dion McGiM

as Alice A reature or the play will be
the gTcat fire scene. The piece is well
mounted, with new and beautiful scenery

A. good play Well played and mornted
with care and beauty is alwajrs a btrong

attraction, und when it happens that the
piece is a muslcar farce 6utress is as-

sured. "Si Pluukard," the attraction
booked for this week at the HJom, in
just such a pioduction, and active prepa-
rations are bung made for big houses-Th- e

play itself has stood the test of
years, and a new fitting of catchy nnslo
and fresh Jokes should make It as neur
perfect as possible.

As to the cast, 'Farmer" a" C Lewrld
is at Its head, and back of hta name cotuei
thoseof Sadie Hasson, the clever
W J- - Milliken, Minnie Bernard. Otejr 31ufr
tnck. Trank Farrel, Grai- - Whitney, W.IL
Snjder, 13. Collins, Frank Camp, II. A

Tuttleandbandottw entypieees Thefunot
the piece is spontaneous, its plot Is clevei

and the list of specialties long and higb
class. The show piotmbly beasts as Manj
uoveltiesas any on the icad

Weber's 01 j mpia Burlesque Company wIB

be Manjger Kernan's attraction at th
Ljceum this week. This organisation h

made up entirely of meritorious talent.
The opening burletta is entitled "LI Hunk-Chunk-'s

Reception " The olio which fol-

lows includes Paley's Kaleteehnoscepe.
This is desciibed as one or the best ani-

mated picture machines, twelve excellent
subjects being illustrated, the Durnian
sisters, two prett girls, who will entei tain
with several "rag-time- " melodies, the
"Whitney brothers, expert musical artists.
Tenle and Simonds, the Celtic wits, the
John Good. Dance. executed by six shapely
girls in becoming costumes. Udell ami
I'earce, eccc-ntn- comedians, and Mis

Liie Van. singer or catch songs. The
concluding feature of the program wia
be a burlesque, entitled The Greaser."
in which will appear Mum Lelta Muriditlr,
v. ho ib said to be the not perfectly formed
woman on the American stage.

The eusuing week will mark the sevw-teeut- h

o the Biograph's successful mil
atW illarel Hall NeverberorehaannMe-mea- t

lasted, tor Hits period hi Washington
andat thusamc- - time mcrvaseeMn popular! ty
Manj innovations have been nuwle in the
program mnce the Biograph first appeared
here, and cmiPMlerably more vhjws aie
shown at each performance Bginnln
tomorrow fifteen or eighteen new views
will be add. ,1 to the lift, although all at
the more popular or thoee shown will lie
retained Among the new oaes which
will be shown here for the firs timet aie
"The Dancing Darkies," showing a fatii-i-l

of pickaninnies around . huge
eating watermelon andjip-in- g: a new

view of Niagara Falls, taken Iroea Table
Rock, a magniricenc pomayai f the
Yale footlall team at practice, a New Eng-

land church atter the services, seral
new army scenes ami ocean tteatugMp-- i

as they pass Sand Hook bound to st.
Th- - Ci strtl Maze, at 127 Seventh street?

northwest, is neanng the end of its stay
in Washington It has been oae of tfo
greatest successes of its Unci tbt ever
came to this town, and those who have nob
yet seen th.t mvstifying and novel inlfc.e-ine-

resort ought to do so aowr as long as
the opportumij lasts. Every owe who
has visited the Mtue has been JilgWv

with the fun they ecpHce'd.
and we can only advise every oae to vlslft

it before the last opportunity sip by,
whicii iftili be very soon

The special matinee at tlwj Lafayette
Square Opera House bv the Castle Square
Opera Company of Philadelphia., oh. next
Thursdav afternoon, is awakening wihr
spread attention, and all musical Wash-

ington will attend The coming of tnia
mentnrioua organization of talent! s4g?
er is but a sample of what WaobireUon
will all summer The cast MKtnttes

Edith jlason LiZiiie Maenichol Anna Ligh-

ter, Bessie I airbrattt. William Wolff, Oscar
Girard, Thoroai Pers-- . WWHani G Stew-

art, Arthur Wtev ami a ebon and
orchestra of one humlreti.

Sousa is coming again TM always
Is good news Next Sunday is the day,
and. the Lafavette is, of couiee. tbe ptaee

John Philip" is leturniwg from his trans-
continental tour, preparatory to 'etlltag
down bv the coI Atlantic for tbe sum-

mer He will play a coafert of j,cplar,
attractive miteie. and the flavor or hs
own comK4tions will add to the pteafMuo

of the program

M'iw olsa Vetl,erih' will lw sen itexb
week at the Larayette Square la te role
of earn,i. m whtOi she has newer jeB
appeared hi Washington This is tie wile
in v. inch s emade such a treinemtotkson-tio- u

in New Vork atthe I esinmnp oC last
seusou, crowding the Empire Theater,
plaj eel on the Frida night of I er ctngase-wher- e

it was produced, for several uon fctts,

and aiter that touring the country, and
repeating it to the most enthusiastic audi-

ences a"ulle " b- - the war. will be
ment at the Larayette "Carmen" will be
given e.i all the other evenings, ewepfr
battirdnt , ami it vviM also be the Saturday
matinee piny The Saturdaj meht Mil

will a composite of acts from various
success s
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